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Matter, for example, is a something simple, single, and homo-
geneous; the c vital principle' or 'Soul' of the animal body
\\ ith its passions, is on the other hand a double-sided thing;
it is diffused through the body, and so, like Matter, has
extension, but it has passions and instincts also, and so is partly
mental. The c Intelligence/ again, or most abstract essence
of mental power, unlike the ; vital principle' and the animal
c soul/ has no extension; and instead of being bound up with
and limited to a certain definite range of affinities, as the
instincts of the animal soul are, it is completely detached from
them all, hovering over them, as it were, and surveying them
all with equal freedom and ease; while the ; spirit' of the
Beautiful and the Good, which like a subtle essence pervades
the world, marks itself off from the body and its passions, by
its difference in quality, and from the intelligence, by its
difference in function. If then we regard the World as some^
great and complicated lock, and the problem of all Religion,
Science, and Philosophy, be how to open it with the smallest
number of keys; or varying the metaphor, if we regard it as
a vast symphony, and the problem be how to get its infinite
harmonies out of the smallest number of strings, it is evident
that the ideal solution would be one in which the lock could
be opened with a single key, the harmonies, were it possible,
got from a single string* But we have just seen that in the
most subtle and refined Metaphysical systems of the Ancient
World, the number of these strings could not be reduced to
less than those just enumerated, viz., the essence of Matter,
the Vital principle, the animal * Soul/ * Intelligence/ and the
* Spirit * of the Beautiful and the Good. If then we can find
a solution elsewhere which will give us the same hai*monies oil
a smaller number of strings, it Is evident, is it not, that one
and all of these Metaphysical systems*, must in the coutfse of
their evolution, if left free, pass over into it? And this solution,
a& I shall now show, is furnished by the Personal Wills of
KeBgioru For observe that just aw in the human Will aU. the